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What remains of  a champion when the 
career is over?
What remains is something more than the 
medal. What remains is a way of  being in 
the world — made of  loyalty, sacrifice, 
respect for the opponent, dignity in defeat. 
What remains, in a word, is a culture.
Beyond Victory explores the vast and 
often ignored territory that extends 
beyond the sporting result: the values that 
sport embodies and transmits, the 
aesthetic beauty of  the athletic gesture, 
the artistic and cultural heritage that over 
the centuries has drawn inspiration from 
the body in motion, the popular traditions 
that around sport have built identities and 
communities.
From Greek ceramics to contemporary 
cinema, from Myron’s Discobolus to 
photographs of  Muhammad Ali, from 
Dorando Pietri who falls and rises again in 
London 1908 to Alex Zanardi who pedals 
toward Paralympic gold — this book 
recounts sport as a total cultural fact: 
mirror of  civilisation, laboratory of  
values, art form.
A publishing project of  the Italian 
National Olympic Academy — gathering 
the voice of  those who have dedicated a 
life to Italian sport and wishing to pass it 
on, intact in its richness, to the 
generations that will come.
Sport is a culture that expresses itself  in its 
own language: learn it well, because it 
speaks of  everything that matters.
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